
DECEMBER 20 • ANNA, GOD’S MESSENGER 
 
Read aloud Luke 2:36-38 
2:36And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was 
advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she was a virgin, 37and 
then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, worshiping with 
fasting and prayer night and day. 38And coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to 
God and to speak of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem. 
 

Devotional Thoughts 

God has another elderly person in Jerusalem whom He chooses to inform about 
Jesus’ identity. There is a prophetess in Jerusalem, Anna, daughter of Phanuel, 
from the tribe of Asher. She is well advanced in years. She married her husband 
as a young virgin and lived with him for seven years, but he died, and she 
remained a widow from then to her current age, which was 84. She had lived a 
long life alone. 

But she was not alone. God was her companion in life. She practically lived at the 
temple, where she spent her time worshiping God, fasting, and praying day and 
night. She came to the temple right as Joseph and Mary were bringing Jesus to be 
presented before God, and Anna started to thank God. She talked to everyone 
who was interested in hearing about the redemption of Jerusalem. 

Here we find another of the very select circle of persons God chose to reveal Jesus 
to. He informed Mary, Elizabeth, Joseph, a group of shepherds, Simeon, and the 
prophetess Anna. The high priest knew nothing. The great Jerusalem Rabbis 
knew nothing. Herod the Great knew nothing. God is much more interested in 
people who love Him, who are devoted to Him, who genuinely cherish Him, than 
in people who are considered important in the estimation of this world. 

Anna has devoted her life to God, communicating His messages to others as His 
prophetess, and worshiping Him. She has lived a life of intense pursuit of God 
through prayer and fasting night and day. God uses persons like this, men and 
women alike, who truly love Him, to teach others and announce His word to 
them. 

As you pray, consider Anna’s example of a life lived in single-hearted devotion to 
God. 


